
The erection traveller placing the last span of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway (Canadian Pacific Railway) High Level Bridge, June 22, 1909.  
Galt Museum & Archives, 19891049167

All Aboard!
Come along for the Ride!  

This “train ticket” will guide you on a journey to 
several “stations” in the Galt Museum and allow 
you to explore the story of The Mighty Bridge 
and the Canadian Pacific Railway.  The story 
of the railway is the story of the development of 
agriculture and industry in southern Alberta.  



Mrs. G. S. Thorwaldson And K. R. Perry look over the edge of the 
High Level bridge. The inspection car is behind them on the tracks., 
March 16, 1955.  Galt Museum & Archives, 19752910652

Follow the Station Stops as you 
explore The Mighty Bridge.   

Enjoy the journey!



1 s t  S t a t i o n
A  S p e c tac ul a r  Vi e w  of  t h e 

H i g h  L e v e l  B r i d g e

Look out the window!  The construction of 
this bridge was declared a National Historic 
Event in 2005 because of the ingenuity and 
skill of the designers, engineers and labourers 
who completed it in 1909.  Southern Albertans 
identify the bridge as a significant landmark 
and they show it off with pride.  
Enter the Discovery Hall next.

View Of River Valley And High Level Bridge During High Waters, 1912.  
Galt Museum & Archives, 19760234031



2 n d  S t a t i o n
S h i p p i n g  t o  M a r k e t

Follow the “tracks” inside the Discovery Hall to 
the grain bin.  The railway was critical to the 
success of ranching and farming in this area.  
Grain and beef were shipped to markets 
around the world via the CPR.  The federal 
government allowed the rail company to build 
its tracks through the Crows Nest Pass in 
exchange for reduced freight rates – the “Crow 
Rate” discount lasted until 1995.

Alberta Government Grain Cars Crossing The High Level Bridge, 1991.  
Galt Museum & Archives, 19951012005



3 r d  S t a t i o n
Ta k e  9  ½  m i n u t e s 

a n d  Wat c h  a  M o v i e ! 

In the Streetcar Theatre – push the High Level 
Bridge button.  In June 1906, the Winnipeg 
Free Press announced the construction of 
the Lethbridge Viaduct.  The river valley was 
surveyed and between 1907 and 1909 over a 
hundred men worked to build what is believed 
to be the longest and highest trestle bridge of 
its kind in the world.

Traveller lowering 
steel girders on 
the 3/4 completed 
bridge.  Traffic bridge 
over Oldman River in 
background, 1909.  
Galt Museum 
& Archives, 
19760234021



4 t h  S t a t i o n
Th e  C oa l  n e e de d  t h e  Tr a i n , 
t h e  Tr a i n  n e e de d  t h e  C oa l

Coal mine exhibit: Steam trains travelling 
across western Canada were fueled by coal.  
The Galt family established a coal mine in the 
Oldman River valley and needed to get their 
coal to the railway.  They built a narrow gauge 
track between Lethbridge and Dunmore, near 
Medicine Hat, to supply the CPR locomotives.  
The CPR bought the Galt track and extended 
the railway into the Crows Nest Pass by 1898.

Transferring Coal from North Western Coal and Navigation Company 
Cars to Canadian Pacific Railway Cars at Dunmore Junction, 1886.   
Galt Museum & Archives, 19811011000-015



5 t h  S t a t i o n
L o ok  up, L o ok  Wa a a a ay  U p ! 

Stand right under the bright red bridge model 
and look up.  There are many perspectives to 
look at the bridge.  From the front window 
you saw its whole length from a distance.  To 
see it close up drive or walk west down into 
the valley on 3rd Avenue South, take the first 
turn to the right at the bottom of the hill.  This 
will take you directly under the bridge!

Terry Bland 
Photography Limited. 
Fonds: General 
Series: Canadian 
Pacifac Railway High 
Level Bridge,  
27 August 1975.  
Galt Museum 
& Archives, 
19931064675






