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Heritage Fairé 

 

Teaches  

 Critical thinking 

 Historical thinking 

 Writing and research skills 

 Performance and public speaking skills 

 
Prepares students for  

 University and college 

 Job interviews and work 

 Life 

 
Inspires students to  

 Understand and study Canadian history 

 Be independent learners 

 Do more and be better then they ever thought possible 
 

 
 

Why your Community, School and Students need to be involved! 



What is this guide about?  

This guideôs purpose is to inform teachers and students about Heritage 

Fairs and encourage grades four to nine students to participate in the 

Southern Alberta Regional Heritage Fair.  The Fair encourages lasting 

partnerships between schools, youth, heritage organizations and muse-

ums, and the community as they join in celebrating Canadaôs and     

Albertaôs diverse and colourful history. 

 

What is a Heritage Fair?  

The Heritage Fairs are an experience unlike any other! 

The Fair program encourages students to explore Canadian heritage in 

a dynamic, hands-on learning environment.  Students choose from 3-

Dimensional displays, creative writing and performance or audio-

visual media to tell stories about Canadian heroes, legends, milestones 

and achievements ð and present the results of their research at a    

public exhibition.  Students choose their own topic, research and write 

about the topic and then choose a format to present their project. 

 

The Alberta Provincial Heritage Fairs Council oversees five regional 

fairs in Alberta, of which the Southern Alberta Fair is one.  Other fairs 

are held in Calgary, Red Deer, Edmonton and Grande Prairie/Peace 

River.  School fairs and presentations to classes take place in the 

weeks and months prior to the regional fairs. 

 

One student from each Regional Fair will be invited to present their 

project at the Historical Society of Alberta Awards Banquet and     

Conference in 2012 

What makes the Fair  

different is that I had 

fun and I will actually  

remember what I learned .  

I will never forget this!  

Haylee F., age 12 



Step by Step  

Choose a topic related to Canadian history, research and 

write about the subject, and then decide how to present 

the project 

 

Creates an environment where students are excited to 

learn and share 

Provides recognition for student achievement 

Celebrates cultural diversity and multiple  

 perspectives 

Reveals connections between the past and present 

Inspires Canadians to celebrate their places in history 

Encourages students to explore issue of personal  

 relevance 

Develops critical thinking and research skills 

 The Fairs Program supports the           

curriculum and encourages a cross-curricular 

approach to teaching and learning. 

 Heritage Fairs give students the chance 

to share their own ideas and voices, thereby 

building student creativity and initiative.  A 

wide variety of expressive styles are          

encouraged so that students can tell their 

own stories in their own ways. 

 Creating a Fair project enhances literacy 

skills.  The emphasis on communication 

skills such as researching, interviewing,   

writing, editing and speaking will benefit all 

students. 

 The nature of the project topics explored 

by students often leads to valuable             

intergenerational dialogue.  There are many 

opportunities for home/school/community 

interaction. 

 Participation in a Fair engages             

citizenship skills.  As young people develop 

stronger roots in their communities, they will 

have the confidence to become active        

citizens who shape the future of our country. 

Why Participate? 

The Heritage Fairs Program 



 

The Southern Alberta Regional Heritage Fair will take place on Saturday, May 5, 2012.  All completed              

registration/permission forms are to be dropped off, mailed or faxed to: 

 

Belinda Crowson 

Galt Museum & Archives 

910 4 Avenue South 

Lethbridge, AB T1J 0P6 

 

Phone:  403-320-4248 

Fax:  403-329-4958 

Email:  Belinda.Crowson@galtmuseum.com 

Street Address:  502 1 Street South or far west end of 5 Avenue South 

 

Registration/permission forms must be in by April 20, 2012.  If forms will be late, please contact the Heritage 

Fairs Regional Office above to make arrangements. 

 

Deadlines to Remember 

February 1, 2012     Submit Intent to Participate Forms 

April 20, 2012      Registration/Permission Forms must be in 

May 5, 2012      Southern Alberta Regional Heritage Fair 

How to Enter 



SOUTHERN ALBERTA REGIONAL HERITAGE FAIR  
 

May 5, 2012 
 

9:00 a.m.   Project set-up/Registration 

      Judgesô Meeting 

 

9:30 a.m.   Opening Ceremony 

 

9:30 a.m. -   Public Viewing of Projects 

2:00 p.m. 

 

10:00 a.m. ï  Judging of Projects 

 11:30 a.m.   Individual Activities/Entertainment 

       

 12:00 p.m.   Lunch 

 

12:30 p.m. -  Group Activities 

 2:30 p.m. 

 

2:30 p.m.   Project Take-down/Clean-up 

 

Please Note 

A lunch is provided for all Regional Fair participants.  It is a studentôs responsibility to notify the Heritage Fair 

Office of special diets and allergies to any food products.  The Southern Alberta Regional Heritage School Fair 

is a PEANUT FREE EVENT .  Do not bring any food that contains peanuts and/or ingredients. 

 

Event Location:  Galt Museum & Archives ð far west end of 5th Avenue South, Lethbridge, AB 

Tentative Schedule of Events 



 

 

Registration Form  
 

(One form MUST be completed by each registrant.) 
PRINT CLEARLY AND FILL OUT COMPLETELY.   

Important :  Student, Parent/Guardian, and Teacher must complete and sign permission form on reverse.  

Studentôs Last Name, First Name Grade: 

Studentôs Home Address and Postal Code Home Phone Number 

 

 

Alberta Health Care No. 

Circle the appropriate response 

Individual Project                                            Class Project 

 

Group Project 

If a group, list partner name(s) and grade(s).  If a class project, 

identify the teacher and number of students. 

 School Name, Address and Postal Code 

 

School Phone Number and Fax 

 

Teacherôs Name (first and last) 

Project Title: This project requires the following: 

________ Table space                 _________ Floor space 

 

________ Power Source 

 

List the project dimensions below: 

 

Students are responsible for all electronic equipment. 

Format/Category 

_______ 3ï dimensional 

_______ Audio/Visual 

_______ Creative Performance & Writing 

Age Groups 

Gr 4/5 ________  Gr 6/7 ________  Gr 8/9 __________ 



SOUTHERN ALBERTA REGIONAL HERITAGE FAIR  
PERMISSION FORM 

 
(To be completed by parent/guardian.)  

 
My son/daughter has my permission to attend the Southern Alberta Regional Heritage Fair in 
Lethbridge.  My child and I understand that he or she may be removed from the Fair for unacceptable 
behaviour and teachers may relay to the Fair Committee information regarding behavioural concerns. I 
also understand that by signing this I give permission for photographs taken of my child to be used in 
marketing and promotion of Heritage Fairs and understand that this promotion may be local, regional 
and/or national.  I also understand that if my daughterôs/sonôs project is selected to go on from the Re-
gional Fair ONLY ONE group representative will be sent to the next level. 

 
Parent/Guardian Signature ____________________  Date _____________________  
 
Student Signature ___________________________  Date _____________________  
 
Teacher Signature ___________________________  Date _____________________  
 

I am willing to volunteer a two-hour shift at the Heritage Fair on May 5th.  Volunteer duties may include 
accompanying students on group activities, handing out registration packages, supervising during 
lunch, supervising projects while students are absent, and other duties. 
 
Name: ______________________________________  

 

Phone Number ________________  Email:  ______________________________ 
 
Registration forms must be received by April 20, 2012 , at the following address: 
 

Galt Museum & Archives  910 4 Avenue South  Lethbridge, AB T1J 0P6   Fax:  403-329-4958 



 

Itôs important for exhibits to show viewers how the topic was developed.  The following key questions will help 

students create an impressive exhibit by guiding them through key steps that will demonstrate analytical skills and 

rewards viewers with a visually pleasing and insightful history lesson. 

 

Key questions:  

 

Is it unique, challenging, creative and original? 

Does a local museum or organization have written and visual resources and artifacts to explore the topic? 

Do you need audio-visual equipment to enhance the display? 

Can you interview people for the topic? 

Does your topic promote critical thinking and self-reflection? 

Can you communicate the topic effectively? 

Will viewers learn something exciting and appealing? 

How will the topic be done? 

How will the exhibit content be developed, designed and presented? 

Getting Started! 



 

Your Fair project is a chance for you to satisfy your curiosity about a topic and learn about something thatôs      

important to you!  Many Fair projects start with family or local history. 

 

Here are some ideas:  

 

Create a walking tour of your community, cemetery or some area of your community. 

Write a journal  that describes daily life in your school or community.  Compare today to 50 or 

100 years ago, and see how life has changed!  Or has ité? 

Interview someone knowledgeable about the history of your school or community. 

Study the history of sports in your area.  Is there one important sport, or a special sports  

 competition, in your community? 

Write and perform a play about local history, with historic figures as the characters.  You could 

even make a short video of you and your friends performing the play! 

Put together a cookbook on local heritage recipes.  Why are these foods traditional in your area? 

Investigate the life of a local hero, entertainer, politician, sports star, or other VIP. 

Write a report on the animals or plants that are native to your area.  Include pictures! 

Study the development of industry in your area.  What are the important businesses in  your community? 

Research your own family or culture.  Every family has an important story to tell! 

Record the snowfall, rainfall, or temperatures in your community over a period of time, and compare these  

 statistics to those from 50 or 100 years ago. 

Do a fashion study:  what was cool for your parents or grandparents to wear to school?  You can compare 

these fashions to whatôs hot today, and explain how fashion is linked to history. 

Inspiration and Ideas 



 

The Program is non-competitive in nature, with an emphasis on the importance of the learning process and the 

exchange of ideas. 

 

The students must produce all submissions; it is recognized that teachers or other 

adults supervisors may have provided assistance. 

 

Teachers should ensure that projects are historically correct. 

 

Students may submit their projects in the language of their choice. 

 

Students participants at the Heritage Fair must be able to discuss their work and 

provide a summary of their project in either English or French. 

 

Projects may interpret any aspect of Canadian history or heritage on a local,  

 provincial, national or international level. 

 

Students are encouraged to submit projects from all disciplines and in a wide  

 variety of formats. 

 

All presentations must avoid profanity, racial or sexist remarks, innuendo, negative stereotypes or any other 

potentially offensive matter. 

 

Any person or organization clearly identifiable in a presentation must have given permission to the presenter 

General Rules and Criteria 



 

Make sure that students understand that words and pictures on a backboard exhibit tell a story.  The topic and 

presentation should draw visitors to the display and encourage conversation with the student. 

 

Make students aware that they are expected to present and discuss their displays.  Part of creating an exhibit  

includes preparing a report documenting their research work and explaining their exhibit topic. 

 

Reinforce that historical accuracy is vital.  The exhibit should describe topic research and analysis in words and 

support it visually.  If there are only words to show, there is little reason for an exhibit.  Most topics can be  

displayed with creativity in three dimensions using a tabletop and backboard. 

 

Projects selected for the Heritage Fairs Programs must have display backboards that do not exceed 100  

centimeters (39.37 inches) high by 150 centimeters (59.06 inches) wide by 80 centimeters (31.5 inches) deep. 

 

Students must understand that their exhibit needs to be:  

Well-researched 

Historically accurate 

Educational 

Clear and organized 

Visually appealing 

Free of clutter and confusion 

Lightweight, portable and freestanding 

Advising Students on Presenting a 3-Dimensional or Backboard Exhibit 



The research paper is the studentôs record of work done to prepare the project.  Here is what the student may  

choose to include (expectations are grade and age specific): 

 

Title page 

Name, grade and school 

Research questions 

Table of contents 

Written and visual information 

Graphs, tables and charts (if appropriate) 

Glossary (if necessary) 

Bibliography and acknowledgements 

Topic conclusion and interpretation 

One page ñpersonal reflectionò which addresses three important learning attributes: 

  What has the student learned? 

  How has the studentôs project skills applied to his/her daily life? 

  Why is the topic still important in todayôs world? 

Helping Students Prepare a Research Paper 



Caution students to be careful not to overwhelm their exhibits with glitz.  A simpler style is often the better  

approach.  What follows are tips to use in helping students create a good backboard exhibit. 

 

A. Produce a preliminary display to tell a story 

Draft the exhibit components on lined paper 

Construct a mini-display board from heavier paper 

Cut out the exhibit components and place them on the paper 

Adjust the pieces until you are satisfied with the way it looks 

 

B. Gather supplies for use in building the actual exhibit.  Here is a list of useful items: 

White and coloured paper 

Invisible tape 

Ruler 

Glue stick 

Scissors 

Coloured markers and spray paint (use spray paint only under adult supervision) 

Pens and pencils 

Push pins 

Peel and stick coloured dots and labels 

Assorted sized boxes for display props 

 

C. Some elements of an effective exhibit: 

 

 Orientation  

Ensure the title and subtitle of the topic are prominent 

Place the topic title in the centre panel or top 

Make the main idea clear to the viewer 

Advising Students on Assembling Their Heritage Fair Exhibits 



 Segmentation  

Use a timeline to organize a chronology of the topic 

Organize the exhibit into subtopics 

Compare, contrast and explain related detail on side panels 

Place assorted size boxes on the display table to showcase important props and artifacts 

 

 Explanation  

Include at least three appropriate visuals 

Visuals can be computer-generated, hand-drawn, photographs (copies, not originals) or cut outs 

Materials enhance displays and must be labeled and described 

  Artifacts (make sure students get permission and handle them with care) 

  Posters 

  Crafts 

  Maps, dioramas and diagrams 

  Artistic displays 

  Collections 

  Caricatures 

  Models, props, costumes and food 

  Demonstrations 

  Photography 

  Short stories 

  Interviews 

  Diary entries 

  Research material 



Consider making labels on a computer to guide viewers through the exhibit 

Use regular type styles with body text because it is easier to read and understand 

Make captions stand out by using lettering place on lighter coloured paper 

Avoid fancy typefaces/fonts that are hard to read unless their design reflects the topic 

Keep readability in mind and limit use of bold, italics, fancy fonts or coloured type 

Over-designing your exhibit can draw attention away form your message 

Ensure the title is larger and stands out from captions 

Use sub-headlines to guide the viewer around the display 

Keep captions concise so viewers can get the message quickly 

Introduce and attract the viewerôs interest with the main title 

Break down the topic into smaller parts with subtitles 

Use common language and avoid jargon words that 

 many people will not understand 

Sentences that average 10 to 15 words are  easier to 

 read than excessively short or long sentences 

Always use a ruler for straight lines and hand-lettering 

Display a time-line log or journal of all  research      

 activities and sources of information 

Consider including your rough research notes as part of 

 the display 

Advice For Students on Writing and Design for Their Exhibits 



Judging is divided into 3 grade levels:  grades 4 and 5; grades 6 and 7; and grades 8 and 9.  There are two parts to 

the judging:  one part is based on the project and the other on an interview.  The interview is an opportunity for the 

student to showcase her or his work and provide further information to the judges. 

 

The Fair is intended to be non-competitive in nature, but students will discover if 

their project has been awarded a ñHeritage Excellence.ò  Each project is evaluated 

in four areas. 

 

Level of Research:  Regardless of the medium or topic chosen, it must be based upon historical research.  This 

category considers the following:  the level of difficulty, the depth of the study, the complexity of the project and 

the degree of completeness or thoroughness of analysis.  Expectations are dependent upon grade level. 

  

 

Originality/Creativity:  Creativity and originality are open-ended concepts and must be treated with 

 interest and a receptive mind.  Work may be original in concept, topic, selection, approach, choice or 

medium or analysis.  Have you been resourceful in using equipment, resources, ideas, information, sources, etc?  

What types of choices did you have to make and why?  Is the project novel, unique, innovative and  

imaginative? 

 

Impression:  Is your project attractive, eye-catching, interesting, multi-sensory, clear, logical, organized,  

enthusiastic and self-explanatory? 

 

Interview:  During the interview, judges will ask question and give students an opportunity to add to the           

discussion.  Students should be prepared to provide specific information on background, procedure, results and 

conclusions and acknowledgements.  Good speaking skills will be helpful. 

 

 

R Used a variety of sources  

 R Original topic  

R  Spoke with enthusiasm and confidence  

How Will the Project be Evaluated? 



 

 

Why did you choose this topic? 

What is the most interesting thing you learned during your research? 

What types of sources did you use during your research?  Did you make use of a museum or archives? 

How might Canada/Alberta/southern Alberta be different if this event had never happened?  If this person had 

not existed? 

If you were to do this project again, what might you do differently next time? 

Why did you choose to present your topic the way you did? 

Can you explain in your own words what this project is about? 

Is there anything you learned that really surprised you? 

Why is it important that Canadians know about this topic? 

What did you find most fun about doing this topic? 

 

Some Questions That Could Be Asked During the Interview 



Local Topics Canadian Symbols National Topics 

Create a local walking tour Canadian flag Endangered Canadian species 

Japanese Canadians OôCanada Canadian prime ministers 

Fort Whoop-Up Canadian stamps Natural disasters 

Your local cemetery Provincial and Territorial flags Forts of Canada 

Your Family History Canadian coins and money Louisbourg 

The Life of a Historic Building Canadian sports The Loyalists 

Southern Albertaôs aviation history Canadian inventors Unsolved Mysteries 

Empress of Ireland Canadian scientists Rideau Canal 

Ghost towns of southern Alberta Canadian Actors and Actresses The Great Lakes 

Germans Prisoners of War Canadian Authors Underground Railroad 

Blackfoot culture Canadian Heroes Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

Nicholas Sheran Canadian Peacekeepers Canadian Pacific Railway 

Towns of southern Alberta Canadian Veterans Hudsonôs Bay company 

First of southern Alberta Settling Canada Fishing 

Lethbridgeôs Research Centre Canadaôs National Historic Sites Chinese Head Tax 

Slaughterhouse Slough Governor Generals Early Explorers 

Some Topic Ideas 


