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ARTIFACT RICH EXHIBIT NOW OPEN AT THE GALT
EGYPT, GIFT OF THE NILE ON DISPLAY UNTIL JAN 25 | COMMUNITY DAY OCT 18

In response to public interest in exhibits focusing on civilizations from other places and times, the Galt Museum &
Archives is pleased to present the travelling exhibit £gypt, Gift of the Nile, organized and circulated by the Royal
Ontario Museum.

Sixty-eight authentic ancient Egyptian artifacts, including jewellery, carvings, writing implements, fabric and
more, three replicas [a mirror, a wig and a sarcophagus], and a model of a boat are on loan from the largest
Egyptian collection in Canada. The exhibit is divided into centres focusing on Personal Adornment, Make-up and
Perfume, Feeding the Household, Buildings Large and Small, Family Life, Education, Religion, Funerary Religion
and the Afterlife. Interactive stations on hieroglyphics and archaeology are also included, and activity sheets are
available for visitors at the information desk.

“It is amazing that these very old artifacts are here in Lethbridge,” says Galt Museum Curator Wendy Aitkens. “Itis
a wonderful opportunity for local and area citizens to have a first-hand look at objects which describe daily life of
the ancient Egyptians.” Ancient artifacts are no longer permitted to leave Egypt, and often such materials included
the collections around the world are too fragile to move around.

Kevin McGeough, archeology professor and Egyptologist at the University of Lethbridge, told members and
guests at the opening reception Thursday evening that “this is a fantastic opportunity for my students to see
works they would normally experience only in slides, or books, and for the people of this area to see things they
would normally have to travel to other cities for.”

The Nile River Valley of 6000 years ago was the birthplace of a remarkable civilization. Protected from foreign
invasion by vast deserts and sustained by fertile soil along the river, the ancient Egyptians developed from a single
agricultural community into a sophisticated society. Under a system of divine kingship, this civilization flourished
and endured for thousands of years and contributed to the later cultures of the Mediterranean and Europe.

Egypt, Gift of the Nile will be on display at the Galt Museum & Archives from October 10 through January 25, 2009.
Additional information on the exhibit and related programming and events — including Museum Community Day
[free admission and events] on October 18, a Café Galt lecture by McGeough on October 21, Saturdays at 1:00
programs beginning October 25, and An Egyptian New Year’s Eve party in December — is available on the Galt
Museum & Archives website: www.galtmuseum.com.
-30-
The Galt Museum is located at the west end of 5 Avenue South, off Scenic Drive, Lethbridge, Alberta
Parking lot located at the north end of the building | enter through the sliding north doors

tel 403.320-3898 | info: 320-GALT | fax: 403.329-4958 | www.galtmuseum.com
MAIL 910 - 4 Avenue South, Lethbridge, Alberta T1J OP6
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MEDIA CONTACTS: Wendy Aitkens, Curator
tel 403.320-3907 | waitkens@galtmuseum.com

Egypt, Gift of the Nile

Fri OCT 10 - Sun JAN 25.09

In response to public interest in exhibits focusing on other civilizations, the Galt
Museum & Archives presents the travelling exhibit Egypt, Gift of the Nile.

The Nile River Valley of 6000 years ago was the birthplace of a remarkable
civilization. Protected from foreign invasion by vast deserts and sustained by
fertile soil along the river, the ancient Egyptians developed from a single
agricultural community into a sophisticated society. Under a system of divine
kingship, this civilization flourished and endured for thousands of years and
contributed to the later cultures of the Mediterranean and Europe.

Explore Egyptian civilization through authentic artifacts and centres focusing on
Personal Adornment, Make-up and Perfume, Feeding the Household, Buildings
Large and Small, Family Life, Education, Religion, Funerary Religion and the

Afterlife. Interactive stations on hieroglyphics and archaeology are also
included.

Egypt, Gift of the Nile is organized and circulated by ﬁ Royal Ontario
Royal Ontario Museum. : Adl Museum

The Royal Ontario Museum (ROM) is an agency of the Government of Ontario. Created in 1912,
Canada’s largest museum of natural history and world cultures has six million objects in its
collections and galleries showcasing art, archaeology and natural science.

The Lethbridge showing of Egypt, Gift of the Nile is made

possible by Heritage Canada Exhibition Circulation Fund. I*I CEach Pammae

Haritage canadien

Opening Reception
Thu OCT 09 | 7:00 - 9:00 pm | by invitation

Archeologist Dr. Kevin McGeough will offer insights on his work in Egypt during the
reception.

OCT 10to
JAN 25.09



Exhibit Artifacts:

PERSONAL ADORNMENT
Small faience beads faience*
Agate necklace agate
Bracelet shell
Round Carnelian beads carnelian
Barrel Carnelian beads carnelian
Amethyst necklace amethyst
Faience beads, with amulets faience

MAKE-UP & PERFUME
Pigment malachite
Pigment red ochre
Cosmetic Jar calcite
Calcite Cosmetic dish calcite
Grinder basalt
Grey Anhydride Cosmetic Jar anhydride
Small Palette basalt

FEEDING THE HOUSEHOLD
Hoe & Handle wood
Model Man with one arm wood
Model Man wood
Model Oven wood
Model Quern wood
Model Female wood
Model Baker wood

BUILDINGS, LARGE & SMALL
Chisel bronze
Thinner Rope fibre
Mallet wood
Axe Head bronze
Hoe bronze
Adze bronze
Rope fibre

FAMILY LIFE
Water/wine jar ceramic
Bird-vessel ceramic
Cooking Pot ceramic
Headrest wood
Game Piece faience
Food Bowl ceramic
Measuring Cup ceramic

EDUCATION
Ostracon limestone
Model scribe wood
Scribal palette wood
Scribal palette, reed pens wood, fibre
Small scribal palette wood
Wooden coffin fragment w/painted
glyphs painted wood
Wooden coffin fragment w/carved glyphs
painted wood
Palette with blue ink stone, pigment

E'g\L)Pt, Gift of the Nile

RELIGION

Ball faience

Statuette, Hathor in human form bronze
Statuette, Ptah bronze

Isis Knot Amulet red jasper

Hawk Amulet faience

Amulet of Bes faience

Djed Piller Amulet carnelian
Ptah-Sokor Amulet faience

Wadjet Eye Amulet faience

Amulet of Isis faience

Cat Amulet faience

Amulet of Wepwawet faience

Situla bronze

Statuette, Bastet bronze

Amulet of Khnum faience

Frog Amulet quartz

Baboon Amulet faience

Triad Amulet faience

Amulet of Sakhmet faience

Statuette, Horus (reproduction) bronze

FUNERARY RELIGION

Votive Statuette wood

Large Shawabti faience

Face from a Coffin wood

Canopic Jar Lid ceramic

Mummy Wrapping linen

Blue Faience Shawabti faience
Red Funerary Hawk painted wood

THE AFTERLIFE

Coffin (reproduction) hand painted
model

Boat, reproduction

* finely glazed ceramic
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Traditional Egyptian Chronology:

Provided by Kevin McGeough, supplemented with Galt Museum notes [gray text]

Predynastic

c. 5300-3000 BC

Some hints of Egyptian culture but not quite like
later. Knowledge remains speculative because
of a lack of written evidence and the absence of
artifacts from domestic sites.

Early Dynastic

€.3000-2686 BC

The first state appears as do many of the artistic
traditions. Main elements of a united kingdom -
political, social, and religious systems;
developments in administration, the judiciary,
and writing; and technological advances in art,
architecture, metalworking, and carpentry.

Old Kingdom

2686-2160 BC

The pyramids at Giza are built. Egypt had
become a highly organized, centralized
theocracy. There were great advances in many
fields including art, architecture, literature,
medicine, and technological skills such as stone
masonry and metalworking.

First Intermediate
Period (FIP)

2160-2055 BC

Period when two competing dynasties struggle
for power.

Middle Kingdom

2055-1650 BC

The Old Kingdom tradition of building pyramid
complexes was revived, some new architectural
features were introduced.

Second Intermediate
Period (SIP)

1650-1550 BC

A period when a group of people from Asia Minor
(the Hyksos) rule Egypt. Introduced technical
ideas and development, weapons, advances in
metalworking skills, the vertical loom for
weaving, humped cattle, the lyre, and the lute.

New Kingdom

1550-1069 BC

Largest Egyptian empire; reigns of Akhenaten
(the heretic, monotheistic king); King
Tutankhamun (King Tut); and Ramses

Third Intermediate

Period (TIP) 1069-664 BC Nubian rule of Egypt; pushed out by the Assyrians
Late Period 664-332 BC Persian rule; Alexander the Great rule
After Alexander the Great conquers Egypt it falls
. - ) under the power of a Greek family, the
Ptolemaic Period 332-330 BC Ptolemies - Cleopatra was the last of the
Ptolemies to rule.
Roman Period | 30 BC - AD 395 | Egypt is a Roman province

* Each of these periods is subdivided into Dynasties (= a ruling line).
Dynasty numbers change when there is no direct male heir or when the capital city is moved.

Eggpt, (Gift of the Nile
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EXHIBIT RELATED PROGRAMS

MEDIA CONTACT: Belinda Crowson,
Visitor and Program Coordinator
tel 403.320-4248 | bcrowson@galtmuseum.com

Museum Community Day
Sat OCT 18 | 10:00 am to 4:30 pm FREE ADMISSION!

Activities throughout the day in conjunction with Egypt, Gift of the Nile, including:

FILM SCREENINGS: Hollywood loves its mummy - even if it never gets the history and facts right! Discover
misconceptions of Ancient Egypt with these films showing in the Community Savings Learning Studio:

10:00 The Mummy (1932);
noon Abbott and Costello Meet the Mummy (1955); and
3:00 Scooby Doo Where's My Mummy

VIEWING GALLERY EVENTS:

1:30 MUMMY RACE Grab a few of your friends and see which team can wrap a mummy the
fastest (and the best). Prizes will be awarded.

2:00-2:30 BELLY DANCING DEMONSTRATION Ellysia and Delilah of Jewels of the Foothills

PLUS Design your name in hieroglyphics, make a mummy to take home and build a pyramid. Drop-in
activities in the Lethbridge Ironworks Classroom.
Café Galt

Exhibit opens at 6:00 pm for viewing prior to program at 7:00 pm | admission rates apply | free for
annual pass holders | refreshments

OCT 21 | Ancient Egypt: Life on the Nile

Buried treasure, forgotten tombs and the pyramids - the romance of the long lost civilization of
Egypt easily captures our imagination, bringing to mind images of mummies and God-kings. But
what was life really like for the ancient Egyptians? Join Dr. Kevin McGeough as he walks you
through daily life in ancient Egypt and discusses his experiences as an archaeologist excavating in
Egypt. Dr. McGeough will explain what these artifacts can tell us about ancient Egypt.

NOV 18 | Water in Daily Life and Agriculture in Ancient Egypt; So What's Changed Over 5000 Years

Egyptian agricultural progress and prowess is well documented in carvings on tombs, temples and
in ancient documents showing diversity of agriculture and its integration into the Egyptian way of
life. Creativity in water management went beyond food production; water was diverted for
domestic use and, with invention of copper piping, Egyptians became the first plumbers. It is
amazing to see how much our modern water management has its roots in ancient Egypt. Ron
McMullin will share his insights.

JAN 13 | Excavating Ancient Egypt and the Near East

Excavating an archaeological site is extremely exciting. Imagine uncovering a bronze arrow from
an ancient battle, a goddess figurine in a palace, or even ancient hieroglyphs on a scarab. These
artifacts are all exceptional pieces, but their true values come from their contexts. The
relationships between archaeological remains and the sediments that buried them for thousands
of years are what archaeologists really study in the field. Dr. Shawn Bubel will explain the
methods archaeologists use to excavate and understand ancient sites and artifacts. She will
showcase what it is like to explore our past, and discuss the responsibilities that go along with it.

Ei'gg)Pt, (314‘( of the Nile 40f7



Saturdays at 1:00
OCT 25-DEC 06 | JAN 03-17.09

The beginning of the instruction about lhce, The guicle for we”~being * -
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17

Ancient Egyptian Books of Wisdom were written to instruct the youth in how to live their
lives. These words of advice still resonate today. Join us over the next several
Saturdays to learn about Ancient Egypt and become one who is respected in the speech
of men*.

* The Instruction of Amenemope

Are You My Mummy? Mummification was practiced throughout most of early Egyptian history.
Learn more about Egyptian mummies and get yourself all wrapped up in your work!

Adorn Me! All ancient Egyptians were fond of personal adornment. Create your own wesekh (or
weskhet), an Egyptian collar, as well as a headband and bracelet.

Serve Me! Finally, someone to do the menial chores for me! Ancient Egyptians believed the
shabti (or shawabti), small dolls design to look like servants, would perform all of the menial tasks
in the afterlife. Make your own shabti.

King Me! The name of an Egyptian royal was written in a cartouche (shenu), an oval ring
containing the name of the king written in hieroglyphics. Design your own cartouche.

Play With Me! Children across the centuries have enjoyed playing games. A forerunner of Snakes
& Ladders, Hounds and Jackals is a game of strategy and chance. Think you can win?

Frieze Me! Friezes would be used to decorate tombs and temples with pictures and stories.
Develop your own plaster frieze.

Protect Me! Ancient Egyptians often wore amulets, such as falcon and scarab amulets, to provide
protection and make good things happen to the wearer. Design your own amulet.

Write On! Here is the fine charioteer, so proud of his chariot! But when the wheel breaks off,
his horse splatters him with mud. Be a scribe and you will have no mud on your face! Scribes
were essential to intellectual life in Ancient Egypt and it is to them that we owe much of our
knowledge of Egypt’s oral traditions. Make some paper and learn the skills of the scribe.

Who Is That Masked Man? Elaborately decorated masks were designed for mummies. Create
your own Pharaoh Mask.

Horsing Around Toy pull horses have been discovered in tombs in Egypt. Build your own and play
like an Ancient Egyptian.

Guided Tours of Egypt, Gift of the Nile or of the permanent exhibit are available for groups and classes.

E;g};jpt, ijf‘c of the Nile 5 of 7



Speaker contact information:

Kevin McGeough
tel 403.382-7168 | mcgekm@uleth.ca

Kevin McGeough grew up in Lethbridge and received his
undergraduate degree from The University of Lethbridge. He did his
graduate work in the United States, earning a Masters degree from
Harvard University and a PhD in Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations from the University of Pennsylvania. He currently
teaches archaeology in the Geography Department at the U of L. and
has authored numerous books and articles including, The Romans:
New Perspectives (to be released as an Oxford University paperback
in the spring) and Exchange Relationships at Ugarit. Kevin is also an
editor for the ABC-Clio World History Encyclopedia.

PLEASE NOTE: Kevin McGeough is away OCT 11-20.08

Ron McMullin
manager@aipa.org

Ron McMullin is Executive Director of the Alberta Irrigation Projects
Association, comprising 12 irrigation districts supplying water to a
million acres of cropland. He represents the irrigation industry on the
Alberta Water Council which develops policy recommendations for the
Province. Ron also has an interest in history, both recent past and
ancient civilizations, but does not consider himself an expert; just an
interested hobby historian. His career has spanned 31 years. An avid
gardener, one of Ron's hobbies is growing watermelon, canari melons,
cantaloupes, honeydews, and crenshaws. His biggest watermelon
weighed in at 37 pounds.

Dr. Shawn Bubel
tel 403.329-2531 | bubest@uleth.ca

Dr. Shawn Bubel, an associate professor of archaeology at the
University of Lethbridge, has been excavating archaeological sites
since 1992. Over the past 17 years her research has taken her to
Egypt, Israel, Turkey, Jordan, Belgium, France, Poland and back to
Canada. She also trains students and volunteers in the field. Dr.
Bubel loves the challenge and excitement of excavating an
archaeological site. She says there is nothing more thrilling than
touching an artifact that has been hidden for thousands of years. The
hard part, however, is figuring out what the artifacts mean, which is
what she does when she is not excavating.

Eggpt, Gift of the Nile 6 of 7



EXHIBIT RELATED EVENTS
MEDIA CONTACT: Lori Harasem-Mitchell,
Special Events/Volunteer Coordinator

tel 403.320-4219 | Imitchell@galtmuseum.com

An Egyptian New Year’s Eve
Wed DEC 31] 6:30 pm | Viewing Gallery
Tickets on sale NOV 1.08

Kick off the New Year with a spectacular view, an amazing Egyptian menu by LA Chef’s, dancing
to music by Pyramid Entertainment and, of course, bellydancers! Egyptian costumes encouraged!
Business casual and evening wear welcome. Exhibit will be open for viewing.

The evening will be divided into two portions:

e Dinner & Dance (6:30 pm) includes four-course meal, midnight snack, bellydance
performance, bottle of wine/table to share, small gifts from Egypt, noisemakers and glass
of champagne at midnight.

100 TICKETS available: $125 [$50 tax receipt] | tables of 6
Tables of 8 available for $800/table [$200 tax receipt]

e Dance only (9:00 pm) includes midnight snack, small gifts from Egypt, noisemakers and
glass of champagne at midnight.

100 TICKETS available: $50 [$30 tax receipt]

This inaugural fundraiser is sure to sell out so get your tickets early. For more information or to
reserve call Lori at 403.320-4219.

- 30 -

For additional information please contact:
Anine Vonkeman, Marketing/Communications Officer
403.320-4009 | avonkeman@galtmuseum.com

www.galtmuseum.com
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